
BRITAIN'S 'MAGNETIC PREMIER SKETCHED AT FIRST HAND
Lloyd George Can Sway Individuals Didn't Leap Into Fame, but Doggedly Fought His Way,

as Readily as Crowds to Selecting Joseph Chamberlain, as a
lWhpm HeOrates Suitable. Antacmnisfo w i

U sir JOHN FOSTER FRASER.

t tISUALIZE a short, stiff set
man, with on Inclination to

V stoutness, but nervously vital

ta every action, a broad, deep fore-j- d

with rather unkempt gray hair,
. mobile but vrlth lines of merrl- -

t la It! notice above all the eyes

brltht. darting, occasionally grave but
renwally twinkling humorously scb
is th Prime Minister of Great Britain
to the glance.

But hear him speak In the House1

0 commons, as I have heard him
speak tor a quarter of a century, and
core. The IIouso Is small and dim In
lipect and the green leather benches
tr4 packed packed to overflowing,
rfth'men squatting In tho gangways

i ind clustered behind what .is known
is the bar.

Ani standing at tho table before the
Ministerial bench Is David Lloyd
Gtorge answering his critics casually,
jlmost conversationally, evidently with
no preparation, certainly with no
tttempt at oratory- - There is, at first,
i little raggedness of manner, even
slovenliness In phrase. As, however,
be gets "Into his stride" this disapp-

ears. With earnestness comes lucidi-

ty in diction. Tho personality of the,
man asserts Itself. You ore gradually
conscious that ho Is exercising a tas--A

dnatlon over his audience. Ho speaks
clearly, explaining a situation in deft.
Illuminating languagp, turning aside
for a moment to drivo a shaft of ridi-
cule at one opponent, delivering a
tarcasm which makes another oppo-
nent blush uncomfortably, suddenly
slipping. Into brilliant simile which
could only bo begotten In a poet's
Imagination and then, pale, quivering
with intenseness of feeling, his voice
low, rhythmic, with the soft Cymrlo
cadence of his native "Welsh hills,
holding the brain and captivating tho
heart, he achieves his triumph.

I have seen thi House of Commons,
reatltss, turbuunt, shouting angry
things, ready ti tear tho Prime Mini-
ster in tWaln. But Loyd George faces
bis enemies with a smiling determinati-
on, and he wins. He believes In his
in star.

It has been my lot to havo heard
many of the great statesmen of the
world, Gladstone, Impressive and prof-
ound; Woodrow Wilson, austere and
Idealistic; Balfour, the great master
of dialectical finesse; Roosevelt,
Hunt and domineering; Chamberlain,
threwd and as clean cut as a crystal
la eloquence; Clemenceau, all fire;
Pamell, reserved, slow mannered but
dear seeing; the great Salisbury,
sonorous but sane in the world outl-
ook; the whirlwind Hughes of Aust-
ralia! most of the famous preachers.
But with thirty-fiv- e years experience
of public men I can recall no one with
more magnetio power, not only over
crowds, but over Individuals, which is

more important thing, than Mr.
IJoyd George, who In his tlmo has
been tho best hated and best loved
man in the Britslh empire.

There is a well nursed belief in tile
United States that no one can make
progress in English public life unless
he has influence or is related to the
nobility. Thero never was a greater
mistake. Mr. Lloyd George springs
from what the story book would call
'humble parents"; he was brought up
by an uncle; ho was first a clerk and
then a lawyer and to-d- he is tho
Orst citizen In the whole Britishempire and he reached that position
because it was the will of the English
democracy.

The loader of the House of Com-
mons, Mr. Bonar Law, was a Glas-
gow iron merchant before ho took to
Politics. Mr. Asqulth is the son ofquite middle class people in Yorks-
hire... Sir Eric Geddes was a railway
employee; George Barnes, Minister of

Latin-America-
ns Now

Invading the Opera
LAST a South American hasA broken into the ranks of the

Metropolitan Opera Comnanv.
for a long time Americans have heard
about the wonderful opera productions
In the Latin American countries, espe-
cially those given in the Teatro Colon,
Buenos Aires. The greatest of artists
have suns in that famous palace of
music, and all who hayo been able to
'irvive the criticisms of 'the exacting

Jtntlnes feel they are ablo to sing
i'n iera ln tne world ana b received

,most cordial manner. Such great"Us s are Caruso, Tltta Ruffo, Te-- n

,nl' 1, Scotti, RosaRaisa, Bold,
w U0 Anmto. Galll-Cur- ci and a

olhe have won their operatic
1' T V? P"ln "'ca before coming

"'W States. Bdward Johnson
J'0 Hacke. two Americanecors, have made,jnost favorable

upon lhe music-llvln- g pub-u- c
south of the equatorial line. For

tnS, tln American like this ed

enU"y upon the song

tsi, for a musical entef--
--
Europe

But that day has passed ln
L iD,t.ry' Araerlcan singers now

wcessfuuy invade Europe, and our
DtAi- nouses take prldo in

American even
the managers come from
auth America has now

na,;. . "' lacl lnat there are
3X voices ln that part of the
WeL0? 1S nW utmost
tale" " deve,P1nK "s musical

coIh0?. South American singer to5.,? 3 COUntry 18 newt0 Zane".
'u B. barytone. He Is a native of.1rf' tmle. hlari ". parents being

- Illuat weauny in Ills coun
aihui. T. 15 'w Dusiness,'cn nn and. his brotherinn i a.i - '
thr, ;..a 8,111 ca"V on. As it is

: vuauji" all wealthy families,Weviauy tnoso in society, to have aor be subscribers to tho opera,
mJcT3tm&n waa brout up In a

atmosphere. Krom boyhood
ZlftC sooi volce. b"t at any time
Parnu'Tr a de8lro t0 cultivate it hisobjected Tliey had planned
dren

CP' and llko mo8t oedlent cnil- -
flnhhhf bUn1 t0 3ccept U' A"er

school i chile he was seat to
un.verlty In SwltzcrlanC, where

Labor, was a working engineer; oven
tho Lord Chancellor of all England,
Lord Birkenhead, 44 years of ago andlooking a boy, started life as Frederick
csmitn, tno son of a not very success-
ful real estate agent at nirkrmhorwi
tho namo assumed bv his hrinianf
when he was made a peer, Men of
arisxocratla ,Mrth do not attain high
position Decauso of their birth; thoy
rtach there, however, like Mr. Bal- -
lour, pecause or their qualities. And
thero Is nothing to hamper the deter
mined man, with no lineage, from at-
taining the highest offlco in Great
Britain. Indeed most of the tnen who
have the control of tho British Emplro
to-d- started their careers on tho
lowest rung of the ladder. And tho
most striking example is Mr. Lloyd
uuorge- -

I remembor him well in the early
days of his political vireer whnn Imv.
jng dono fairly well as an attorney
In a little Welsh town, his ambitions
became political and ho at last found
nimscu a member of Parliament. Hewas a slim, dark haired man In those
days and. not belntr well to do
with his family in one of tho cheaper j

suuurDs or Lontton. He was not muchor a speaker; ho was labored In man
ner ana was not very original. Like
most Welsh M. P.'s he was an ad-
vanced Radical, a supporter of Home
Rule for Ireland, an opponent to "the
Established Church of England (he Isa Baptist), an antagonist to the House
of Lords, an advocate of all whichgoes by the description of progressive

110 aia not spring into fame; hisJourney toward subtle
long and delayed. But I recall how in
uiose umes, when debates were dull
and the House was near empty, Lloyd
George used to sit for hours In his
corner seat listening even to m
dreariest men and studying his fel- -
lows-a- no it ts knowledgo of men,
quite as much as his enercv m.d Pin- -
quencc, which has been" the cause of

'

ins success. I first met him at a lit-
tle dinner in the House of Commons
tweniy-si- x or twenty -- Seven vonra nrrn
He made a remark across tho tablewhich i I have always remimWii- - :

"The best way for an unknown poli-
tician to become known is to attack I

a Dig man. He will get many knock-
down blows, but he must Jump up and
continue the attack and never oaMThen the public will take notice of
nun.

That remark I think was part of a i.

conversation about tho way Lord
Randolph Churchill had achieved no- - I

torlety by his persistent and relent
less onslaughts" on old man Gladstone.
Mr. Lloyd George followed the same
tactics toward Joseph Chamberlain,
then tho doughtiest flchter nnrt
strongest Minister In Parliament. IfJ
win ui ine ume or uie South AfricanWar. The Welshman was opposed to
that war; ho was among those called
rro-Boe- rs and was anything but in.ular with the mass of Britishers. HeJ
was oenounced as a traitor to hiscountry. I have heard men proclaim
that he ought to be shot for deliver-
ing seditious speeches.

But the fierceness of his Welsh
spirit was aroused. Night after night
ho attacked the Colonial Minister, as
Mr. Chamberlain then was. He
"found himself" 'as a speaker. He
was vituperative, bitter; his words
hissed and stung, and while the House
raged with anger "Joe" lay back in
his seat, his eyes closed, his sharp
features alabaster In hue, pretending
not to tako the slightest notice. He
was a master of invective himself, and
often did 'he swing the laah arqund
the shoulders of tho member for Car-
narvon. This did not daunt Lloyd
George; it spurred him. He never
held up in tho fury of his criticism.

Then he developed a new vein, the

he studied foreign business methods
and commercial law. For fifteen years
ho travelled In Europe, during which
timo ho studied the languages. Ho
speaks French, Italian, German and
English. Upon his return home ho
took a regular law course, graduating
with high honors. Ho then engaged
ln the big business enterprises left by
his father. But with it ail the desire to
sing still held a greater part of his
attention, and he felt that if ho could
succeed in going on the opera stage 4t
would inspire others in his country to
follow his lead.

With a big business on his hands
Zanelll found time to study with An-ge- lo

Querzl, a well known Italian tenor
and teacher. In two years' tlmo ho
made his debut as Yalenttnc ln
"Fuust" at tho Teatro Municipal, San-
tiago, with great success. At the close
of the season ho went to Buenos Aires,
where he made two concert appear-
ances ln tho Teatro Colon. CaruBo,
upon hearing him, advised him to
como to New Tork and sing for Gattl-Casazz- a.

While in New Tork Andrea
Do Segurola, tho well known basso,
became Interested In him and coached
him in several roles, which ho will
sing during tho coming season.

While Zanelll claims that singing is
his hobby he by no means has lost
interest In business life. During his
stay horo he has been studying bust-ne- ss

conditions and hopes to apply'
many American methods upon his re-
turn homo. He feels that trade be-
tween tho two countries should be on
a larger scale. He says; "South
Americans try to understand tho
Amcticuns and want to do business
with them, but then American mer-
chants and manufacturers should not
forget that business methods in for-oig- n

countries differ, and they must
learn that customs do not change In
a day. Chile la a very wealthy country
and is In need of development. It has
tho natural resources and Is a fine
field furwAinerivuiiu." Sir. Zuirlll Jft
mixing business with pleasuro finds it
a wonderful success. He likes New
Tork and is anxious to seo all the prin-
cipal cities ln the country betoro re-
turning homo for a visit. But ho comes
here as a singer and until he makes
his debut at the Metropolitan Opera
House will continue In his pleasures
that of studying new roles which is
Uk'.ng up most of his time.
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deadly power of sarcasm. As I write
I can' almost see him, ln a half crouch-
ing position, his words soaked ln
vitriol. Jeering, scoffing. -- piling ridi-
cule on ridicule, arojising. shouts of
laughter at his cruel wit and wild
protests against tho unecrupulnusness
of muy of lila Innuendoes and all
tho time Chamberlain lay back as
heedless as a mummy.

Ilia Attacks on Chnmlicrlnlii.
Though tremendously Sincere I

fansy Lloyd George enjoyed tho hute
ho aroused. Ho daringly went to
preach in Mr.
Chamberlain's homo town, Birming-
ham, where "Joe" was worshippea.
This was too much for the people of
Birmingham. They threatened to
lynch Lloyd George. They broke up
his meeting and he only escaped tho
fury of the mob by getting away dis-
guised at a policeman.

When tho South African Wur was
over . Mr. Lloyd George still pur-
sued Mr. Chamberlain. Chamberlain
launched his scheme of tarlfr re-

form to induce England to abandon
her freo trade policy and adopt a
policy ot protecting British industries
by the imposition of a scientific tariff,
slight against British Dominions and
heavy against foreign countries which
tried to bar British good by tariff
walls Indeed a policy of retaliation.

Lloyd George was one- - of tho chief
freo trade protagonists. Although
the Liberal and Radical parties were
of tho same mind he was tho man who
did most In combatting Mr, Chamber-
lain and his principal Weapon waa al-
ways ridicule and sarcasm: Of course
ho was denounced as a demagogue, as
a tickler of the groundings, as an
unscrupulous and unpatriotic little
Welsh lawyer, as a fellow unworthy
the attention of serious minded men.

When ln 1006 tho Unionists were
defeated and the Liberals took ottife
England laughed when it was an-
nounced tha( Mr. Lloyd George was
to be president of the Board of Trade.
What did ho know about trade n mun
so unWthodlcal that ho didn't know
how to attend to hla own correspond-
ence; Tho appointment was treated
as a Joke; even his friends could nof
help smiling behind their fingers.

Tot he "made good"; ho made very
good. First the amiable Sir Henry
Campbell-Bannerma- n was his chief,
and when and Mr. Asaulth
became Prlmo Minister Mr. Lloyd
George took the second offlco in tho
Government, that ot Chuncellor of tho
Exchequer. Soon ho .becomo u moro
dominant figure than Mr. Asqulth. Ho
proceeded to revolutionize taxation,
loading burdens on the land owners.
Political foes saw in him a dangcrdjs
character. The advanced school of
politicians, saw he was u kindred hoi1
to themselves. Half the country hailed
him as a demjgod; the other half spat
out his name vus a vicious setter of
class against class.

Ills speeches In those days were nil
fire and-fury- ; he was afjer tho scul3
of the wealthy; hl lauguagu- was of-

ten insulting. A notorious speech or
his at Limehouse, In the Kust End of
London, led to tho coining of the word
"llniehouoijiu," meaning rudonCA iilld
vulgarity in deuaie. '."

'"l'lir ;lnc" AuuiiiNl Him.
I remember the sccno In 1910 when

he introduced his dramatic budget in
a speech lasting over fdur hours,
which sounded tho knell of tho old
order of domination, u wonderful,
courageous, defiant oration, In tho
midst of which he broke down from
mere physical exhaustion. There, wus

a titanic struggle. All the "classes"
were against the little Welshman.
The House of Lords came near to
smashing the Constitution. But he
won.

The storm broke anew when ho ad-
vanced his national insurance bill, a
plan of compulsory Insurance against
.unemployment, the main cost of whlchslns against the defenceless accen
fell upon employers, whether they
were manufacturers or householders
who employed "help." In all my po-
litical experience I cannot remember
any measuro which set tho whole of
England by the cars as this compul-
sory Insurance. There --were leagues
formed to deliberately defy the law.
Again Lloyd George won.

Ho had tho "masses" with him. But
tu every other circle his name was

One novcr went to a dinner
party without tho conversation turn-
ing to Lloyd George, to his brutality
of speech, his mountebank capcrjngs,
his crime Ih advancing antagonism be-
tween different sections pf the com-
munity, his evident purpose to rob
everybody who had money and bring
about tho speedy ruin of industrial
England. Some of tho moro sedate
members of the Government Liberal
purly wagged their heads at the way
"L-G- " wus setting tho pace; but the
moro advanced wing of tho narty. the
Radicals, the strong body of trade
unionists, tho Socialists, saw in him
tho instrument to bring their dreams
to a realization

Mr. Lloyd George gained his power
oy an aiert Knowledge of the drift of
public opinion. Soundly democratic
in in3imct, lie was not tied to any
hoary political formula. Tho require
ments of y and was
tho work of statesmen and not the
adaptation of modern needs to any
principles of half a century ago.
I In one sense) it may be said he had
no principles; In another sense it can
bo suid he had the best of principles,
a sympathetic warm heurt for all suf
fering, a determination that the toller
uud tho Indigent aged were deserving- -

oi tuiiest consideration, a real affec
tion for small nationalities, including
ma own of Wales, a hatred for sham
and privilege. HIk methods were
swift and sometimes crude; but he
was always sincere. And he always
won.

'I'M en Came the AVnr.

Then came tho war. When Ger-
many threatened Franco the British
Cabinet was divided in those tremu-
lous dayMjOf lato Jlly, 1914, as to
what course England should pursue.
Tho majority was in favor of Jumping
to tho nld, of France. Thero was a
strong minority, however, which hesi-
tated, which held that tho policy of
Britain was that ot
It should be remembered that the
Opposition in Parliament had long
been preaching (or preparedness
against Germany, whoso naval nnd
military preparations were interpreted
as a menace to Great Britain". The
Liberal!,, particularly Mr. Lloyd
George, had Jeered at the Tories who
faw "phantom armadas" crossing the
North Sea to Invade England. Thero
were hours ,vo lived" iu moiiienlou
hours in London when it looked us
though thoro was going to be a
ghastly schism In tho Cabinet. Then
Germany was guilty of the unparal-Iqh- xl

crlmo and fplly of outraging the
neutrality of Belgium, In a moment
tho British Cabinet was united. Tho
Indignation of-- my countrtfln was
Hllmne. Britain nerved forty-eig- ht

Hours notice on Germuny to get out
of Belgium. As she did not it was

Britain which declared war on. Ger
many.

Impulsive, chivalrous, passionate
under a sense of wrong to the weak,
Lloyd George's hesitation changed to
a fury of wrath against Germany.
What happened later Germany's sub4
lenuge, ner lying, ner uisoneaience 10
tho ordinary rules of humanity, her

tuated his fervor. His speeches
throughout Britain were like tho
speeding of the flcry crobs.

Urr( Moment ln History.
It was a great moment in tho his-

tory of the world and it was a mighty
occasion In the career of Lloyd George.
Before tho war he had been scorned
as a Llttlo Englander. Swift circum-
stances made him the Great Eng-
lander, and, as I believe history will
prove, gaye hi mtho opportunity ot be-
coming the greatest man ln the world,
for, notwithstanding tho services
to mankind by other statesmen,
notably Woodrow Wilson, It was the
Bagaclty, shrewdness and keen knowl-
edgo of affairs and men Bhown by
the British Prime Minister at the
Peace Conference ln Paris, which
welded Into actuality tho hopes and
ambitions of civilization.

When Britain, almost quixotically,
declared war on Germany, she was
absolutely unprepared for a great mili-
tary expedition on tho Continent. Her
army was Insignificant and not well
furnished. What roops there were
hastened to France, and facing over-
whelming odds, tho heroic but bloody
retreat from Mons was tho result. At
the outbreak of hostilities Lord Hal-da-

was Minister of War, but as he
was supposed to have had German
sympathies, Indeed In a peace time
ppeech he had declared Germany was
his "spiritual home," popular clamor
both removed him and led to the, ap-
pointment of Lord Kitchener of
Khartoum in his place. Kitchener 'was
the Idol of tho man ln tho street. His
name was a magic slogan ln raising
a voluntary army-- of nearly 4,000,000
men before Britain adopted conscrip-
tion. But Lord Kitchener was not a
success as Minister of War. The task
of "running the whole show" wus too
much for him; yet ho was averse
from delegating authority. There was
muddling; there was Insufficiency of
shells; thero were dark days when
we were near our last shot.

Britain Unprepared at Flrat.
Most of the Cabinet stood ln fear of

Kitchener, for the nubile, not lcnowimr
tne truth, adored him. Lloyd George
had no fear of Kitchener, nor indeed
of any man. I liavo. heard the whisper
that there were stormy scenes between
them when the Cabinet met at 10
Downing street. Lloyd George did
not care a rap about the reputation of
the individual. He has never had any
solicitude for tho feelings of anybody
who seems to be blocking tho way
to what he considers to bcuUie right
course. He Is appreciative, constantly
eurfer to meet men who can assist,
generous In Ill's praise, ready to place
immense power In the hands of men
whom he believes in, .but he will
icadlly fling a man aside if he fall.)
ejcpwtnt'on.

It "Pu1(i hp h nruel thinar to sav
there would have been a tragedy to
British arms if Lord Kitchener had, re-
mained dictator of tho army as he
practically was when he went to tho
War Office as Minister. It Is, how-
ever, not too much to say that it was
Mr. Lloyd George who by his fear
lessness avoided the possibility of
tragedy. He contested with Kitchener
In the Cabinet, and the upshot was

long before Kitchener's lamentable
death that many ot Uie duties ofWar
Minister were delegated to other men.
Mr. Lloyd George became Minister of
Munitions. ,

Here another vein ot the genius of
tho man rovealcd itself organization.
He called captains of industry to-

gether, got them lntojsroups of muni-
tion production, rearranged profits, re-
arranged wages, "provided that the
Ministry should "control" hundreds of
the greatest concerns. He called to
him men who had been his political
opponents. Ho was frank with them;
he got frankness and service ln re-
turn. Ho did not dictate or dom-
inate. He got the best out of men by
letting them know ho had confidence
in them, and when he told them what
tho country wanted they did It.

It took months beforo the whole of
Britain was converted into a giant
munition factory. Nothing waa made
which was not absolutely necessary
for tho prosecution ot tho war. .Wo
British are a people;
wo often mado Jokes about our own
lack of organizing power. Tet to our
own amazement we developed a nearly
complete machine of war organization,
providing munitions not only for our
(.wii uujiy uui lor our allies ana lor
America. And tho force bohlnd It all
was Mr. Lloyd George!

When it was seen advisable to have
a coalition on national goSrnmont,
Mr. Lloyd George worked with his old
enemies, Mr. Balfour. Bonar Law.
Lord Curzon, Lord Mllner. He was
instrumental trt getting trade unionists
to relax some of their rules so that
Patriotic amateurs could work at the
same benches with the trade unionists.
When, owing to Increased cost of llv- -

i ing, there were demands for higher
wages and threatened strikes. Mr.
Lloyd George hastened down to tho

I disturbed areas and secured a sottle.
ment. When compulsory military ser

l vice was mooted there was tho possl-- ,
blllty of a revolt among English work- -
mgmen. it was Mr. Lloyd George'
speecnes which reminded them of tho
path of honor.

Ho was tho clear ttynklng, strong
man, and though ho was always will-
ing to conciliate war weary and war
racked men he never stood any non-
sense. Many of his old associates
thought he was drifting away; they
did not like him hobnobbing with
Tories and capitalists; perhaps ho
showed too much love for the empire
to suit them. Anyway much distrust
about his future as a Radical politi-
cian began to manifest Itself. One of
tho causes of this was that practi-
cally everybody with whom he was
formerly in antagonism, the landed
classes, the capitalists, the middle
classes, who Inclined to the Unionistparty while not accepting his politi-
cal doctrines, recognized him as tho
man to win the war. Those who had
cursed him a few years beforo became
his enthusiastic boosters.

All this time Mr. Asqulth was Prlmo
Minister. He was Mr. Lloyd GeOrge's
cmei. .Mr. Asqulth is n man of high

-aigity and noble attainments. But a
feeling gradually spread throughout
the country that as head of the Gov
ernment he was not showing the nec-
essary "punch" and tho war was
dragging on into years. All his col-
leagues had not the samo tremendous
energy as Mr. Lloyd George. Some
ought to have been displaced, and he
did not displace them. A belief grew
up that ho did not use tho spur suffi
ciently.

Evidently Mr. Lloyd George came to
the same conclusion. I have heard
some people say he plotted Asqulth's
overthrow. That is nonsense, except
that he slowly and reluctantly came to
the conclusion that Asqulth, high
principled though he was, was not the
man to stimulate a tired and torn na-
tion to tho supreme effort. No doubt
Mr, Lloyd George thought ho himself
waa the man. Thero was no personal
quarrel;' but Lloyd George, as months
went on and the war was indecisive,
recognized that Asqulth must cease to
be Prime Minister. The time came
when ho must present an ultimatum:
either he or Asqulth must go. As-
qulth. like the courteous English gen-
tleman ho is, adopted tho only course
possible to avoid a conflict. He re-
signed. ,

liecoraea Prime Mlnl.ter.
Lloyd George became Prime Min-

ister. Ho was hailed with n ihniii
by tho vast majority of the British
people. But tho old Liberals were an
gered. They had great esteem for As
qulth and they alleged there hod been
foul play, and that Lloyd Georirn hud
been a traitor, not to his country but
to his old colleagues. Mr. Asqulth has
never made a word of complaint. At
the new year thero was a general elec-
tion in Britain, y Many of Lloyd
George's old friends were now his ene-mle- si

At the polls Lloyd George had
tho greatest victory that has PA'flr
come to any British .statesman. ( The
Asquithlans, tho extreme Radicals and
tho Socialists were utterly routed. Mr.
Asqulth himself was defeated ln a con-
stituency which he had represented in
Parliament for thirty years.

Lloyd George rides upon the storm.
When the seas are tempestuous and
tho waters would engulf other men he
mounts waves and directs them. Thus
It would seem that circumstances have
carried the British Prime Minister
from a minor politician to a great im-
perialist.

Emotional and Celtic, he Is influ-
enced by the flood of public opinion,
but in turn his personality has power
over public opinion. He has the te- -j

naclty of a bulldog when he is con-
vinced ho Is In the right. But he never
concerns his mind about, iion-ossc- n

tials. Sometimes he Is accused of
yielding whero ho is expected to stand
firm, and it is said that he is an
portunist. I suppose he Is an oppor- -
tun 1st, but in the best meaning of the
word; he makes use of opportunity; he
will make any number of concessions
until it would appear he has given
away his case. He hasn't. He does
not care who has the labels so long as
ho gets the eoods.

And ho is always gay humored, aN
ways with a twinkle In his eye, al-

ways gaining his way with an air of
genial fellowship toward those who
disagree with him, serious In great
matters but never taking himself too
seriously. In the,midst of grave crises.

when, it would be imagined such a
statesman would be closeted with his
principal advisers, you Will read ln tho
nowspapers' that Mr. Lloyd George
spent yesterday playing golf at Wal-
ton Heath.

Tho supreme qualities of "L-G- ".

were shown during tho Peace Con-
ference. His characteristics are en-
tirely different from those of Mir.
Wilson and M. Clemenccau. Mr.
Wilson has world views and is granite
in conviction. M. Clemenccau thinks
chiefly of France, is known as "the
Father of Victory" by his countrymen
and in forenslcs is called "tho Tiger."

America's President and France's
Prlmo Minister havo esteem for each
other. But as both ot them are
adamant in their disposition, both with
an inflexible spirit, it was in tho very
nature of things that frequently they
would clash.

Those of ua who were in Paris dur-
ing the Peaco Conference wero con-
stantly hearing stories of the two
men, reaching an impasso. I would
not say, becauso somebody would
probably contradict me, that If it had
not been for Mr. Lloyd Georgo tho
conference would havo broken up dur-
ing tho first weeks, due to apparently
irreconcilable differences. Tet it is
now a matter of current history that
when there was a deadlock it waa in-
variably "L-G- " who found tho way
out.

Again his personality, a mixture of
amiability and astuteness, played a
part. He was never irreconcilable.
Persuasiveness, sweet reasonableness,
concession, with the constant re-
minder that the world would never
forgive the Big Five if they lacked
unanimity, wero his weapons.

The consequence was that fre-
quently the outside world could not
understand him. The people of Brit-
ain sometimes thought he was lack-
ing In firmness; it leaked out that he
was not always backing France and
the Parisian newspapers became criti-
cal; possibly in America there were
some folk who thought that Lloyd
George was too cunning for Wilson.

Ho was not cunning; he was truly
sympathetic toward France; he never
lost sight of the rights of the British
Empire. But ho knew that the con-
ference waa not for the domination of
any ony Power and that the very es-
sence of agreement was concession.

Sometimes I used to meet him after
he had a day of talk with Wilson and
Clemenccau and over a cup of tea and
a cigar ho would be light hearted and
anecdotal. .Tho conference" has left
Its mark on other men. Lloyd George
Is as cheerful as a boy, but always be-
hind the smile and the laughing eyes
la the calculating, weighing, accom-
modating brain, swift ln the grasp of
great problems and alert ln devising
solutions. In this respect It may quite
be said that tho peace treaty was "a
Lloyd George treaty.

What of his future? In British pol-
itics has he got so tied up with the

How Poison Used
Extract the Gold

T will probably be surprising, toI the average reader to learn that
tho material and assured success

of moro than one great gold field of
the world Is due to tho assistance of
one of the most deadly poisons known
to man. The chemist pluys no small
role in tho world's drama, and it is
not too much to say that ho is tho
magician of the modern gold mlno.

On tho great gold field of the
ln the Transvaal, 6,000

feet obovo tho level of the sea, nuggets
remain, as they havo over been, a
dream, whatover tho experiences ot
the "forty-niner- " of California or the
"fosslcker" on Australian El Dorados
may have been. Tho golden lure that
made Johannesburg the most cosmo-
politan of cities in Africa is nowhere
visible, while its actual existence is
only evidenced by unsightly belching
smokestacks and mountainous masses
of "tailings," or flno white sand. It
is with these latter, or rather with
their evolution, that it is proposed to
deal ln this short exposition of a
deadly poison's active but beneficial
influence.

Tho nature of tho gold deposits of
tho Rand Is such as to render most
of the Individual mines anything but
paying propositions under systems, at
one time at least, found perfectly
feaslblo ln other parts of tho globe.
Thorc, on tho Ridge of the White
Waters, whence comes at least one-thir- d

of tho world's wealth, visible
gold Is a thing of tho past, and the
precious metal Is hard held in what
may bo termed an iron hand; for not
content with imprisoning It In mere
crushable stone Nature has still
further secreted her go!d in what Is
known to geologists as iron pyrites.
In these tiny shining specks, which
to the uninitiated seem tho "real
thing," the life pursuit of millions is
contained, and no amount of crushing
will extract it, It is hero ouj friend
tho chemist comes upon tho scono
with his stuff, threo drops of which
solution would suffice to kill a man.

Not all gold, however, is so tena
ciously held, and l;o obtuln this from
what is known as the "free 'milling"
oro the rock U beaten under mlshty
Iron stamps weighing 2,000 pound"
each until ln a fine sand and mixed
with water It Is poured In a muddy
flood over copper plates covered ln
mercury (quicksilver). These catch
up the "free" gold, leaving thu still
w'Blw liim unn.1 In nnvrlprl rtm-i-

i ii,iA w,irvio ,.nnnw Aiim .ni
i i v.Msi rannhln r.f imi.-iin- lmn.

tno water is being
drained off the vats word about the
origin and natuiv this mysterioun
agency which llberatos gold almost as
quickly as It can destroy tho liro ot
man and beast. As a salt beautiful
snowy cubes it is known cyanide of
potassium nnd Is a salt hydrocyanic
acid, or prusslc acid, the well known
pwltt and dpndly poison. Quantities

tho cyanido having been dissolved
water an btrength,

solution is poured upon the sands
the vats until they are submerged by

Unionist party that he will have to
abandon his old principles? Is he
moving a direction which is alienat-
ing him from the British proletariat
and will the Industrial' classes sweep
him from office and power the next
general election? These are tho ques-
tions I am often asked tho United
States.

Well, a great many of his present
supporters are men who were formerly
antagonistic, and" it is unquestionable
that many men who accopted him as
their champion days gone by are
now bitterly opposed to him.

But it must bo borno mind that
England the war destroyed the old

political barrier; that foes and friends
have for years been united in the
same national causo; that although it
is inevitable there will be rival camps
the causes of dispute will be far other
than tho old problems; that tho ma-
jority of the British peoplo havo
use for extremists whether tho
reactionary or Bolshevist typo; that
many of most ardent social re-
formers are to be found ,tho Union-
ist ranks now serving under Lloyd
George; that thero Is growing up in
the United Kingdom a,, great middle
class party, level headed, progressive,
democratic to tho core, a mass
quiet but determined public opinion
that faces the issues the future
with cloar eyes and there Is no bet-
ter evldenco of this than tho wonder-
ful work, so little heralded to the
outer world, but so pregnant ln useful
consoquenco, now being dono by the
British Ministry Reconstruction.

Mr. Lloyd George Is ndaptlve. Ho
has a double sight anticipating how
the wheel events will turn. He huno political principles the manneV.

being chained to antiquated dogma.
Tho expedient course Is the right
course. He seizes occasion on the
wing. His gazo is evar turned for-
ward. His heart is big and It Is kind.
He wins men to him by his fascina-
tion. "When other men seo only a
bog of troubles beforo them he sees
tho gleaming hills nhead. Ho finds
the way for accomplishment. And
when he speaks in that silver, undu-
lating, cadenced Welsh voice his,
Illuminating plu-as- rippling with
mirth, tragic when drawing a picture

sadness, the mighty audience will
laugh and weep and be under his
spell.

The Prlmo Minister of Great Britain
will have his ups and downs. Gusts

dissension will buffot his career.
But he knows where ho is travelling;
he sights his goal and nothing can
shake his portjhaclty. Hp is &6 years
of age, still comparatively young as
the age statesmen counts ln Eng-
land. Ho is not the kind of man to be
cast derelict on political ' shoals, and
ho will contlnuo to play a great part
during tho' next quarter of a century

moulding the destiny tho Brltsh
Empire. Ho has confidence ln himself.
Copyright, 1919, McClurc Xcwapayvr

Syndicate.
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a few Inches. The cyanido solution
Immediately begins to excrciso its
functions by attacking tho gleaming
pyrttic-crystal- s and eating out the im-
prisoned gold so that what previously
looked llko a collection diamonds
under microscope now presents theappearance of furnace slag.

After a few hours of this treatment
tho gold Is, almost to a grain a ton,
ln solution, and, deadly as ever, tills
Is run through pipes Into long, narrow,
partitioned extractor boxes, tho com-
partments of which are filled with fine
zinc shavings. As is seen by tho brisk
bubbling of hydrocyanic acid gas which
ensues, the gold is rapidly taken up
by the zinc, which discolors and "rots."
ultimately becoming a thick block,
sludge resembling nothing sq much as
filthy river mud. But what precious
mud!

At tho end the month the flow of
solution through the haxim iR tempo-
rarily stopped and tho unaffected alno
is removed,. and after tho addition of
alum or lime has cleared tho "coal black
liquid tho pure solution Is carefully
siphoned off as close.as possible to tho
muddy deposit which, bo it remem-
bered, is gold and not to bo trifled with.
This literal "pay dirt" Is then scooped
up Into pans and loft to dry for a
time, after which Is is placed In a cal-
cining furnace on a thick Iron plate
heated to a cherry red. This is to burn
off tho zinc which has succumbed to
the chemical action of tho cyanide, and
after very careful raveling with Iron
rods for the uurposo'a cholocate cov-
ered powder remains. Hero wo havo
tho long suffering gold in another form.
The powder is then drawn off with
much care for it "dusts" very easily
nnd there are better of breathing
an atmosphere of gold and, being:
mixed with due proportions of clean
sand, carbonato soda and borax. Is
placed plumbago crucibles and sub-
jected to the ftorco heat 1,000 de-
grees which the smelting of gold de-
mand:'.

THE MOTIONS OF PLANTS.

of the chief distinctions01 vegetable and animal life
that animals have power

choice and of voluntary motion, while
vegetables and plants grow only me-
chanically by natural law But tho
microscope seems to show "that many

cgetable forms can move aa easily as
fan nnlmals.

There Is a plant tailed Volvos globa-to- r,

minute that millions of it could

ot
the microscope. Some plants found ln
cur ponds, which are still more minute,

rr - ovo habitually, as with an apparent
purpose.

Scientist w iiu iiatt given i'u.vi
study than others to climbing plants
state that these sem to exercise, tho
liberty of choice. Their tendrils, in
climbing over pieces of with
holes, will try one hole after another
until they find one that pleases them.
One Investigator snw n tendril with-
draw Itself after having located itself

a hole for thirt -- six hours.

of tons if is collected-i- n orJjcrli.W in a wine glass, which Is seen
to undergo "medicinal" treatment. i to whirl like a top across the field

ow while
a

of

in
as

of

of
ln to approved the

in

In

at

in

ln

in
ln

no
of

the
ln

of

of

of

ln
of

in
of

of
in

of

of

of

in of

of
tho

of

ways

of
In

of

of

wood

in
m


